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Why is PFAS Important?

• PFAS are a family of more than 4,000 synthetic fluorinated organic compounds

• Due to unique chemical and physical properties it has been extensively 
manufactured and used worldwide in commercial and industrial products

• Research indicates unacceptable human health effects or environmental risks

• The science is rapidly evolving

• No nationally accepted clean-up standards established or regulatory standards are 
evolving due to

– New science

– Better detection capabilities

– Or both



PFAS subgroups (acronym soup) 

PFAS

Perfluoroalkyl acids (PFAA) Polyfluoroalkyl acids

Non Polymers Polymers

Carboxylic acids (PFCA) Sulfonic acids (PFSA)

e.g. PFOA e.g. PFOS

Fluorotelomer-based 

substances



The Department wants to be Data Driven

• Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 

– EPA uses UCMR to collect exposure data for unregulated contaminants 
suspected to be in drinking water

• Third round (UMRC 3) - 2013 and 2015

– included a few PFAS compounds

• 4,920 PWSs sampled nationwide

– 0.9% and 0.3% of PWS above USEPA HALs (PFOS and PFOA) nationally

– No PWS in Iowa with detections

• Next UCMR (UCMR 5) -2021

– will include more PFAS compounds using lower detection limits



Iowa’s experience to date



Nation-wide Impacts 



Department’s Action Plan



Questions?


